Individual trees are best wrapped with hardware cloth,
forming a cylinder standing six inches away from the
trunk. Property is best fenced with welded wire fencing.

Exclusion efforts may not always be appropriate or suc-
cessful. Modifications to the beaver dam and lodge are often
used in addition to exclusion. If all techniques fail, State regu-
lations control the final disposition of beavers.

Professional Assistance

The City shall contract with an expert wildlife biologist
with beaver conflict resolution experience to assist in the overall
objectives of the Beaver Control Policy for the City of
Rockville, or utilize appropriate Department of Natural Re-
sources assistance.

Administration and Authorization

The Beaver Control Policy will be administered by the
Dircctor of Recreation and Parks, with authority provided by
the adoption of this policy by the Recreation and Park Advi-
sory Board. The Beaver Control Policy shall be subject to
periodic review by the Recreation and Park Advisory Board.

Adopted: February 23, 1995

Protecting Your Individual Trees (scc diagram #1)

Beavers prefer certain tree species, includ-
ing cherry, willow, poplar, sweetgum, black gum,
birch, and pine. However, they will feed on
most woody specics.

Individual trees can be protected using
galvanized hardware cloth or coated welded
wire garden fencing. The product must be
sturdy enough to support a 40-pound bea-
ver pushing against it. There should be a
minimum 1/2-inch squarc opening to a maxi-
mum two to three-inch opening.

Plastic ties or wire _, H | Minlmum 30" from
to connect ends 3 ground. Use 36" stock
o to ailow for cutting
and flaring at base.

Cut to flare at base —» T

Diagram #1: Protecting Your Individual Trees
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4/ Fence should tightly conform to

Protecting Your Entire Property S

(see diagram #2)

If you have numerous preferred species on your lot and
are adjacent to a stream, you may want to take more precau-
tions, We recommend using 36-inch-high welded wire gar-
den fencing installed tightly to the ground. Use metal 4-inch-
high stakes to attach the fence. Staking should be frequent
enough to conform to the topography on the site and tight
enough to resist the beaver's attempt to pull it over.

the ground. Use sod staples to
firmly attach.

4’ high metal stakes

Diagram #2: Protecting Your Entire Property

For a complete copy of the Beaver Control Policy,
contact the City's Department of Recreation
and Parks at 240-314-8700 or the City's website:
www.ci.rockville.md.us

The Beaver
of Rockville

Information for Residents
Living with Beavers

Provided by the City of Rockville

Recreation and Parks Department

About Beavers

The beaver (Castor canadensis) is a semiaquatic
mammal noted for the building of dams.

They are large rodents; the average adult beaver
weighs about 35 pounds, but specimens as heavy as 90
pounds have been found. The beaver is usually about 30
inches long and stands less than 12 inches high. The
broad, flat, scaled tail is about 10 inches long and serves
as a warning signal when slapped against the water, as a
support when the beaver is standing on its hind legs,
and as a rudder while swimming. The body is plump,
the back arched, the neck thick, the hind feet webbed,
and all the digits clawed. The fur is usually reddish-brown
above and lighter or grayish below. The eyes are small
and the nostrils closable. The skull is massive, with
marked ridges for fixing the muscles that work the jaws.
The two front teeth on cither jaw are like those of other
rodents, wearing away more rapidly behind so as to leave
a sharp, enameled chisel edge. With these the beaver
can cut down large trees. It usually selects trees two to
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